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Newsletter – February 2024 
 

A message from Miss Cooke       
February half term is officially half way through the academic year. This means that as children return to school after 
half term, they will be closer to going into their next year group. It is scary how quickly the school year, as well as 2024 
is going past. 
 
Around the Parent Consultations in November 2023, we asked parents their opinions of the school. We received 56 
responses to this survey. I have included the responses received along with comments made on the school website 
and they can be viewed by following this link. 
 
https://www.edithcavellprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Parental-Satisfaction-Questionnaire-
%E2%80%93-November2023-Responses-V3-1.pdf 
 
One of the items that some parents raised that they would like more information about is the curriculum their children 
follow, especially in subjects that are not English and Maths. The information about our curriculum is always available 
on our website. By using the Our Curriculum tab, you can view how each National Curriculum subject develops and 
builds upon prior learning as a child moves through the school. https://www.edithcavellprimary.co.uk/skills-maps-by-
subject/  
 
You can also view our termly two year rolling programme for each phase. 2023 – 2024 is a year B, so you can see each 
term, what KS1, LKS2, UKS2 and Foundation Stage will be learning about in each subject. 
https://www.edithcavellprimary.co.uk/about-edith-cavell-primary-school/curriculum/foundation-subjects-rolling-
programmesks1-ks2/  
 
A couple of parents also commented on school trips. As a school we have always undertaken a variety of school trips 
and visits for each year group. This was obviously halted due to COVID. Since the pandemic, the funding available to 
schools to support visits financially, has been squeezed and the cost of living crisis, has caused significant financial 
difficulties for many families. It has also caused an unprecedented rise in the cost of coach travel and entrance fees.  
These increases in cost has made many trips and visits just unaffordable. To ask parents for £30 - £40 per child for a 
day visit, is not affordable for many families. We have tried, where possible, to undertake alternative learning 
opportunities including inviting visitors to school and also walking children to different areas in Bedford.  Where we 
are still planning on a visit that includes coach travel, we will continue to endeavour to give parents as much notice as 
possible and also make a payment plan available to parents so they can spread the cost of contributions to visits and 
trips. One thing that has not changed with COVID, is that parental contributions to visits and trips are voluntary, but if 
insufficient funds are received, the proposed visit will have to be cancelled. 
 

We hope to welcome all parents to school after half term to one or more of the many opportunities to come in to 

school and support your child. From Breakfast events, to consultation evenings and our Parent Showcases, we hope 

to see all parents. Please see details of these events later in this newsletter.  

 

If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to speak to me in the playground or make an appointment 

to come and see me. 

 

Miss Cooke 
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Sponsored Skip - Thursday 29 February 2024. 
Last years Sponsored Skip was such a success that we have decided that our sponsored event this year will 
again be a sponsored skip.  
Skipping is an activity that can be completed outside, can improve fitness, stamina and be fun with rhymes 
and games.  
Do you remember some rhymes or games that you played when you were younger? 
Please teach them to your children so they can share them with their friends, class 
mates and teachers in school. 
We are looking to raise funds this year to further update and extend our reading book 
collection. We want to ensure that the stock of reading books that the children have 
access to offers extended choice, is up to date and exciting for the children to read.  
Sponsor forms will be sent out before half term and we ask that all children attempt 
to raise some money to support this event as all children will benefit from the new books that we will be 
able to purchase. Please look out for the sponsor forms. 
 
PE Kit and Footwear 

Across the school we have seen an increase in the number of children not 
having their PE kit in school on the correct days and also not having 
correctly fitting footwear.  
It is important for Health and Safety that children are able to change their 
clothing into more loose fitting, less restrictive clothing to take part in PE 
lessons and even more importantly that they have correctly fitting shoes 

that are appropriate for physical activity.  
PE kits can remain in school for the half term to ensure they are available on any day that the class engages 
in PE activities, or if your child is part of an after school PE based club.  
PE lessons are a vital part of the school curriculum and help to build a healthy attitude to exercise as well 
as develop gross and fine motor skills for life. All children need to be able to take part 
fully and comfortably. 
 
Parent Governor Vacancies 
There are currently vacancies for parent governors on the Governing Body of the 
school.  Parent governors play a very important role in keeping the governing body 
aware of the views from the parental perspective. They are a vital part of our team and 
I hope that there are parents willing to give their time and commitment to this 
important role.  If you wish to stand for election for one of the vacant parent governor 
positions, you will need to complete a nomination form, along with a declaration of eligibility.   Nomination 
forms will need to be returned to the School Office by Friday 1st March 2024. 

If you are interested in being nominated and/or want further information, you might find it helpful to talk to 
Miss Cooke or one of the existing Parent Governors.  Alternatively, you can view Bedford Borough Council’s 
website about Governors and their roles at:    

https://www.bedford.gov.uk/schools-education-and-childcare/school-governors/school-governors-what-
they-do-and-how-apply 
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World Book Day is Thursday 7th March 2024.  
We will be celebrating World Book Day by inviting the children to dress as their 
favourite character from a book. This does not have to be a purchased expensive 
costume, most book characters in books wear normal everyday clothes. For example, 
Horrid Henry is a school boy who wore normal children’s clothes and Gemma in 
Jacqueline Wilson’s Best Friends wore normal children’s clothes. There are many 
book characters who wear normal children’s clothes. Have that conversation with 
your children about who are characters in books that they have enjoyed and what they wore. World book 
day is all about talking about books, enjoying books and learning about new books, it is not about parents 
spending lots of money on costumes for a dress up day. 
 

Mother’s Day Breakfast – Friday 8th March 2024 
Our now annual Mother’s Day Breakfast will take place on Friday 8th March. Children 
along with their Mums, step mums, Grandmothers or significant female carers are 
invited to join us for Mother’s Day Breakfast on Friday 8th March in the school hall. 
Doors will open at 8am. There is no cost for this event, but there will be a bowl for 
donations for anyone wishing to make a donation. 
Breakfast club will take place in Topaz room on this day. 

 

Parent Consultations and SEND co-production meetings – Mon 13th, Tue 14th and Wed 15th March. 
 
Spring Term Parent Consultations, will also incorporate SEND Parent Co-production consultations, and will 
be offered as either face to face or virtual meetings. However, please note that ALL bookings are to be 
made via School Cloud using the following link. https://edithcavellprimary.schoolcloud.co.uk/   
Parents should all have their own personal log on to this system from using it in the autumn term. 
 

ALL PARENTS MUST BOOK A CONSULATION APPOINTMENT WITH THEIR CHILD’S CLASS 
TEACHER. 

 
The table below outlines when class teachers will be available for consultation meetings. We respectfully 
ask that parents make all efforts to be available on these days and times as having to arrange additional 
alternative dates to meet with parents significantly adds to teacher’s workload. 
 

Phase Class Face to face in school Time Virtual/ on line or 
Face to Face 

Time 

Reception Amber-H 
Amber-W 

Monday, 11th March 2pm – 6pm 

Wednesday, 13th  
 

March  

4pm –  
 

6pm 

 
Key Stage 1 

Emerald Monday, 11th March  
2pm – 6pm Jade 

Aquamarine 

 
Lower Key Stage 

2 

Sapphire Tuesday, 12th March   
2pm – 6pm Ruby 

Garnet 

 
Upper Key Stage 

2 

Quartz Tuesday, 12th March  
2pm – 6pm Opal 

Pearl 

 
All appointments MUST be booked via the School Cloud system for a face to face or virtual consultations. 
This system allows you to choose your own appointment times with teachers and you will receive an email 
confirming your appointments. 

http://www.edithcavellprimary.co.uk/
https://edithcavellprimary.schoolcloud.co.uk/
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Red Nose Day – Friday 15th March 2024 
We will again be marking Red Nose Day by holding a non-uniform day. Children can 
dress in Red or dress as a Superhero for the day and make a minimum £1 donation 
either on Parent Pay or in cash on the day. 
Think outside the box about dressing as a superhero – there were some wonderful 
costumes last year as children dressed as scientists, doctors, firemen and nurses. 
 

Parent Showcases – March 2024 
Our popular Parent Showcases, will take place again this term. The showcase is an 
opportunity for parents to come into school to view their children’s school books, see 
art work, presentations and have discussions with staff and children about the 
learning that the children have been engaged with this term.  
These Key Stage Showcases will take place in the hall from 2.30pm. 
The children will choose their favourite or piece of work that they are proudest of to be on display in the 
hall and will show that to their parents along with explaining how the particular piece of learning fits in to 
the programme of learning that they have been engaged in this term. (slightly different for Reception) 
KS1 Parent Showcase – Tuesday 19th March from 2.30pm 
Reception Showcase – Thursday 21st March from 2.30pm 
LKS2 Parent Showcase – Monday 25th March from 2.30pm 
UKS2 Parent Showcase – Wednesday 27th March from 2.30pm 
Children and siblings may go home with their parents after they have visited the Showcase 
 

Attendance – 92% National Threshold 
Due to very high levels of sickness and illness since the start of the school year across all year groups, the 
levels of attendance for many children have fallen below the national expectation of 92%.  
Thank you to all parents who ensure that they contact the school on the first day that their child is absent 
and on subsequent days. This ensures that we are fully informed of the reason why a child is absent and 
can update our records accordingly. 
 
As a school we constantly monitor levels of attendance and in accordance with The Bedford Borough 
Attendance Toolkit we formally review levels of attendance each month. When a child’s attendance falls 
below the national expectation of 92% we will write to parents to inform them that their child’s 
attendance has fallen below the national expectation of 92%. We will write to all parents where their 
child’s attendance has fallen below 92% regardless of the reason for the fall in attendance. 
 
Learning moves on so quickly in school and if your child is absent for a considerable amount of days their 
learning and progress will suffer.  
If your child is absent for ½ a day every week, their attendance will only be 90% - equivalent to 4 weeks of 
school and learning missed over the year.  
If 90% attendance continues over 5 years that is equivalent to half a year of school and learning missed. 
 
All children should be at school every day unless they are too ill to attend. If you are not sure, please send 
them in to school and we will send them home if they are unwell. If they seem a little unwell in the 
morning and make a recovery during the day – please bring them in. Establishing good attendance habits is 
important early in a child’s school career, as this is a trait that will serve them well throughout life. 
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Fun reading on a Friday 
We would like to remind you that we are continuing with our fun reading with your child on Friday 
mornings 8.45am – 9am. For those of you who are new to our school, all parents and grandparents 
are invited in to school on a Friday from 8.45-9am to listen to your child read. Just go along to your 
child’s classroom. 

 
Advance Warning 
Early finish on Thursday 28th March 2024 
We would like to give parents the opportunity to collect their children early on the afternoon of the last day 
of term, Thursday 28th March 2024. Children may be collected at 1.45pm. 
 
Any child may stay in school until the normal end of the school day if parents are working or they do not 
wish to collect them early.  
 
Please note: Year 5 and Year 6 children will not be allowed to leave early without the school receiving a 
completed form from parents. Forms have been emailed to parents. 
 
Parents may collect their child/ren at the early finish time from their normal class. Any children not collected 
at the early finish time, will be cared for in their phase groups until the normal end of day. 
GEMS – Afterschool Club 
 
The after-school club will be available until 4.30pm on Thursday 28th March 2024 and bookings should be 
made in the normal way via Parent Pay. 
 
Message from Friends of Edith Cavell –(FoEC) 
 

FOEC will be running the following events over this half term: 
 
Thursday, 7th March 2024 - Mother's Day Shop. This will be after school. Venue tbc.  
 
Thursday, 14th March 2024 - Disco  
Reception & KS1 will be 5:30-6:30 
KS2 lower and upper will be 6:45–7:45. 
As always, we need volunteers to help us set up, sell sweets and drinks and clear up afterwards. We 
cannot run these events without your help.  
 
Saturday, 16th March 2024 - Science Saturday. We have a fabulous morning of Science experiments. We 
have a limited number of places and each place is £10. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at one of the events and please if you can volunteer let the school office 
know.  
 
  

http://www.edithcavellprimary.co.uk/
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Attendance 
Each week in school we award the ‘Attendance Bear’ to the class that has had the best 
attendance in the school. The children enjoy having Attendance Bear in their classroom for 
the week and eagerly await the results each week. Please help your child’s class earn the 
privilege of looking after Attendance Bear for the week by ensuring that your child attends 
school every day. The winners of Attendance Bear so far in January and February have been: 
15th Jan. – 19th Jan. - Garnet 
22nd Jan. – 26th Jan. - Ruby 
29th Jan. – 2nd Feb. - Aquamarine 
5th Feb. – 9th Feb. - Aquamarine   

 

Attendance 
 

  

92.67

92.26

96.51

91.10

95.46

90.99

92.74

94.57

93.93

95.52

94.84

93.76

88.00 89.00 90.00 91.00 92.00 93.00 94.00 95.00 96.00 97.00

Class Amber-H

Class Amber-W

Class Aquamarine

Class Emerald

Class Garnet

Class Jade

Class Opal

Class Pearl

Class Quartz

Class Ruby

Class Sapphire

Totals

Attendance % September 2023 to February 2024
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Stars of the Week 

Jan. 2024/Feb. 2024 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Pearl 
Whole Class 

Czarek 
Amber 

Emerald 
Whole Class 

Matei 
Ranveer 

 

Jade 

Sukhmanpreet 
Whole Class 

 

Opal 
Whole Class 

Aqsa 
Junaid 

Ruby 
Paul 

Aaryan 
Whole Class 

Ella 

Garnet 
Junior 
Rex 

Roman 
Stefan 

Quartz 
Paul 
Millie 

Shavar 
 

Amber-H 
Hollie 
Caleb 

Ali 
Haoran 

Amber-W 
Emily 

Summer 
Chisimdi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aquamarine 
Oscar 
Franek 
Carys 
Nimi 

Sapphire 
Elspeth 
Mateo 
Joshua 
Nimrat 

 

http://www.edithcavellprimary.co.uk/


www.edithcavellprimary.co.uk  

 

Dates – Spring 2024 
Fri 16th  Feb  Children finish for Half term Holiday 
 
Mon 26th Feb  1st day back for children 
Wed 28th  LKS2 Faith tour 
   FoEC Lego club 
Wed 6th March FoEC Lego club 
Thur 7th  World Book Day 
Fri 8th   8am - Mother’s Day Breakfast 
Mon 11th  The Big Legal Week 
   2pm - KS1 & Rec Parent consultations including SEN co-production meetings 
Tue 12th  2pm - KS2 Parent consultations including SEN co-production meetings 
Wed 13th   Year 1 visit to Higgins Museum 
   3.45pm - Parent consultations including SEN co-production meetings 
   FoEC Lego club 
Thur 14th  FoEC -Discos 
Fri 15th   Red Nose Day 
Sat 16th  FoEC Science Saturday 
Tue 19th  2.30pm - KS1 – Parent Showcase 
Wed 20th  FoEC Lego club 
Thur 21st  8am – Governors Meeting 
   2.30pm - Reception – Parent Showcase 
Mon 25th  2.30pm – LKS2 – Parent Showcase 
Wed 27th  2.30pm – UKS2 – Parent Showcase 
Thur 28th  End of term – early finish 

Academic Year 2023 – 2024 
Spring Term 2024 

Half term – Monday 19th February 2024 
Children return – Monday 26th February 2024 

Term ends - Thursday 28th March 2024 
 

Summer Term 2024 
Training Day – Monday 15th April 2024 

Children return – Tuesday 16th April 2024 
May Day – Monday 6th May 2024 

Half term – Monday 27th May 2024 
Children return – Monday 3rd June 2024 

Term ends – Friday 19th July 2024 
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